Advent means, “coming or arrival”. The Christian observance of Advent anticipates the “coming of Christ” from three
different perspectives. 1) The physical nativity in Bethlehem; 2) the reception of Jesus in the heart of the believer; and
3) the Second Coming when Jesus will return, not as a baby in a manger, but as a victorious King.
As a reminder of the season there are various traditions that help to keep such a focus before us. Advent Calendars,
Advent daily devotions, and for some, the lighting of the Christmas tree itself serves to bring an intentional preparation
for “Jesus Coming”.
The Advent Wreath is also one of these traditions. The first Advent Wreath first appeared in 1839. A Lutheran pastor
serving at a mission for children created a wreath out of an old wheel of a cart. This first wreath had red candles that
were lit during the week days and a white on the weekends.
Eventually the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of winter and death
as the evergreen is continuously green. The circle of the wreath reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life
He makes possible.
The four candles of the wreath, with its flickering flames, reminds us of who Jesus is. “In Him was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5)
The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets of the Old Testament, especially
Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. The purple color symbolizes royalty, repentance, and fasting.

Please join us on Christmas Eve at 5PM in the sanctuary for a very special
combined worship service with the two churches who are currently renting
our building:
Iglesia de Dios (7 dia) - Pastor Emmanuel Huerta-Paz and

Arise Church—Pastor Austin Wolford.

The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had foretold that the Messiah would
be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. The second candle is also purple to symbolism
preparation for the coming king.
The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, the angels
announced that Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, the color rose signifies joy.
This candle is colored pink to represent joyfulness and rejoicing.

The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s Candle." The angels announced that Jesus came to
bring peace--He came to bring people close to God and to each other again. This color is also purple to represent the
culmination of love through the Messiah.
The (optional) fifth candle represents light and purity and is called "Christ’s candle." It is placed in the middle and is lit
on Christmas Day. This candle is white to represent pure light and victory.
For our own celebration and preparation of and for Jesus’ coming, we will have a brief Advent Service on the Wednesdays
of Advent in the month of December. These services will focus on the above themes for each of the Advent Candles. At 6
p.m. on December 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd we will gather til around 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary of the church.

Pastor Todd
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·

Breakfast Bus most every Saturday morning at 9AM.

·

Advent Worship— Dec. 1, 8, 15, & 22 at 6PM

·

Ladies Tribe Nights—Dec. 9, Jan. 13 & Feb. 10 at

-

6:30PM in Small Fellowship Hall.

-

—

-

·

Christmas Caroling—Dec. 12 at 3:30PM

·

Soup and Another Man’s Treasure Gift Exchange
Dec. 12 at 6PM in Fryman Room.

-

—

·

Church Social on Zoom—Dec. 17 & Jan. 19; 6:30-8PM.

·

Christmas Eve Service with Iglesia de Dios (7 Dia)
and Arise Churches at 5PM.

·

Combined Worship on Dec. 26 at 11AM.

·

Fire Pit Social at Tecau’s Home on Jan. 1; 4-7PM.

·

Remove Christmas Décor after worship service on
Jan. 8.

·

Mid-Week Prayer on Wednesdays in January from
11:30AM-1:30PM

Photos from our Thanksgiving Dinner on

—

Nov. 17th! Thanks to Chris Dager for

-

making our turkeys!! YUM!
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